
This presentation is part of the undertaking “The Power of Taste – cultural, culinary and 
historical heritage connecting nations and generations” number: 2021-1-PMU-4031 

carried out as part of the Transnational mobility of pupils 
project funded by the European Social Fund within the framework of the Operational 

Programme Knowledge Education Development

ITALIAN INFLUENCE IN POLISH 
ARCHITECTURE

Karolina Kopiec
Tomasz Jackowski



Renaissance in Polish architecture lasted from the beginning of the 16th century 
until the middle of the 17th century. At that time, many sacred and secular 

structures, such as castles, town halls, tenement houses or palaces, were created. 
Architecture of the Renaissance in Poland is unique in its own way because, 
thanks to the marriage of Sigismund the Old (Zygmunt Stary) to an Italian 

woman, Bona Sforza, many architects from Italy, such as Bartolomeo Berecci, 
created in our country. Latter sovereigns also brought the best Italian designers 
and builders to Poland. The most characteristic element of architecture of the 

Renaissance in Poland is attic style – a low wall crowning the facade and 
covering the roof in the form of a row of steeples or balustrade.



Representatives of the architecture of Renaissance in Poland include:

 Francesco Florentino – directed the 
reconstruction of the Wawel Castle
after it got destroyed by fire

 Bartolommeo
Berrecci – his most 
important work is the 
tomb chapel of King 
Sigismund the Old in 
the Wawel Cathedral

 Bernardo Morando – designer of 
Zamość, the ideal renaissance fortress
city











Buildings of an economic nature were built in or adjacent to cities. Cracow's
Cloth Hall owes its magnificent Renaissance form to Italian architects. The 

Cloth Hall is distinguished by its magnificent attics.



The Poznań City Hall is one of the most magnificent and beautiful monuments of 
Renaissance urban architecture in Poland. Poznań City Hall was rebuilt in the 

Renaissance style by Giovanni Battista di Quadro, drawing patterns from Roman 
antiquity. The front of the building is decorated with a representative loggia.





The most spectacular project in 16th-century Poland was the construction from scratch, according 
to Renaissance urban planning, of an entire city - Zamość. The city was founded by Jan Zamoyski
in 1580. It combined economic, residential and defensive functions: in addition to economic and 
municipal facilities, the Zamoyski residence was built there, and the whole was surrounded by a 

modern bastion fortification system.



Italian architect Santi Gucci was the builder of the Leszczyński Palace in Baranów Sandomierski. It featured an 
arcaded courtyard of exceptional beauty with classical proportions, enriched with striking stairs and a balcony.



After the death of Duke Frederick II, the work was continued by his successor George II, who brought Italian 
architects to the castle: James and Francis Parra. It was then that the four-wing complex surrounding the 

courtyard, decorated with columned galleries, was shaped.



At that time, a gate building with bas-relief busts of the Piasts was also built.








